Grant Application
See ANC 3F Grant Guidelines starting on page 6
Return completed application to:
Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3F
4401-A Connecticut Ave. NW, Box 244
Washington, D.C. 20008-2322
Attention: Grants Committee
or
commissioners@anc3f.us
Subject: Grant Application

Application Date: 03/15/2019
Amount Requested: $3,000
Applicant Name: Rock Creek Conservancy
Mailing Address: 7200 Wisconsin Ave, Suite 500
Bethesda, MD 20814

Contact Name: Jeanne Braha
Title: Executive Director
Telephone: 301-579-3105 x707
Email: jbraha@rockcreekconservancy.org
Website: http://www.rockcreekconservancy.org

Section 1

Applicant Information

Is the applicant a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization?
✔ Yes
⃝
(attach a copy of the exemption)
⃝ No
(describe the legal structure)
Has the applicant ever received a grant from ANC 3F?
⃝
(date) 04/23/2018
✔ Yes
⃝ No

(amount)

$1,500.00

Does the applicant receive funding from the DC government?
✔ Yes
⃝
⃝ No
Does the Applicant receive funding from the DC Council?
⃝ Yes
✔ No
⃝
Describe the organization requesting the grant, including the nature of the services it provides to the
residents of ANC 3F. Attach additional pages as needed.
Rock Creek Conservancy's mission is to restore Rock Creek and its parklands as a natural oasis for all
people to appreciate and protect. The Rock Creek watershed covers 77 square miles from Montgomery
County, MD through the heart of Washington, DC, and is home to more than 500,000 people. The
Conservancy is the only organization dedicated solely to preserving the health and beauty of Rock Creek
and its parks. Through a combination of programmatic work and community outreach, the Conservancy
aims to (1) enhance the park visitor experience, (2) build a culture of environmental stewardship among
diverse groups, and (3) significantly improve water quality and forest health within the watershed. Given
the proximity of ANC 3F residents to this vast natural resource, the Conservancy is committed to
engaging then in volunteer efforts and broadening their awareness of the park and its many recreational
uses. Please find attached a one-pager offering an organizational overview of the Conservancy.

Section 2

Project Information

Describe the purpose of the grant and how the grant funds will be used. Please be specific. Attach
additional pages as needed.
In 2019, Rock Creek Conservancy is focusing its restoration efforts on five “mini-oases” as exemplars of
the Conservancy’s larger goal of restoring Rock Creek as a natural oasis. The Conservancy has worked
in partnership with NPS to select highly trafficked sites that provide a positive ecological benefit to the
natural area while allowing volunteers to engage in the process of supporting their neighborhood parks
and green spaces. The Melvin Hazen mini-oasis, which is the focus of this project, will mobilize
community members around the ANC 3F neighborhoods and raise awareness on park protection and
issues impacting water quality, including stormwater management, trash, pollution prevention, and
watershed restoration.
By developing specific restoration plans for each of these sites, the Conservancy hopes to improve the
overall forest health and support stormwater remediation efforts that benefit Rock Creek. The Melvin
Hazen site faces threats to its native habitat from English Ivy, Bush Honeysuckle, and Bamboo. These
non-native invasive plants wreak havoc on the native shrubs and understory, and can be extremely
challenging to control and remove.
The Conservancy seeks grant funding to cover the costs of planting native shrubs following an expansive
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process during the early part of the year. The planting of native shrubs is essential
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to preventing
invasive regrowth, and will be carried out by Conservancy staff in conjunction with
a corps
of regular volunteers. During the first year of the Melvin Hazen restoration effort, the Conservancy
intends to engage at least 100 volunteers on site in more than 500 hours of service. These volunteers will
continue to maintain the site past the term of the project. More information can be found in the attached
Melvin Hazen site summary.

Community Benefits (check all that apply)
⃝ Arts and Culture
✔ Educational Activities
⃝
⃝ Historic Preservation
✔ Neighborhood Beautification
⃝

✔ Parks and Recreation
⃝
⃝ Public Safety
⃝ Senior Citizen Programs
✔ Other (specify) Wildlife Habitat
⃝

Describe the public benefits of the project to be supported by the grant, highlighting the benefits to
individuals who live and work in ANC 3F. Please be as specific. If possible, include a brief statement
identifying local community support for the project.
The work that Rock Creek Conservancy is doing in the Melvin Hazen restoration site will both beautify a
part of the park that ANC 3F community members frequent and educate them on the actions they can
take to protect the ecosystem, from helping the Conservancy remove invasive plants and plant native
shrubs to hosting cleanups in their neighborhoods near the park.
At least one public restoration event will be held at the Melvin Hazen mini-oasis each month. These
events are organized by Stream Team Leaders, volunteers who are trained by the Conservancy both to
organize and implement safe, effective volunteer events and to conduct outreach to other community
members. The Cleveland Park Citizens Association (CPCA) will share web and listserv announcements
to help recruit Stream Team Leaders for the Melvin Hazen area.
As the Conservancy continues to expand its community partnerships, one such example is John Eaton
Elementary School, which will be organizing student service events in coordination with Conservancy
staff. Please find attached a letter of support from the Eaton School for a previous grant proposal, as well
as a copy of the Conservancy’s annual work plan with NPS-ROCR.

Describe any other funding that the applicant has secured, or plans to secure, for the project.

Rock Creek Conservancy has secured a $10,000 grant from the Cornell Douglas Foundation, and
applied for a combination of general operating support and restoration project specific funding from local
DC agencies and private foundations. Many of these awarding decisions will be made in spring 2019.
The Conservancy also continues to raise money from individuals and corporate sponsorships.

Describe the project timeline, highlighting the use of the ANC 3F grant funding.
The first quarter of the year will be focused on invasive plant removal, followed by native shrub planting
in late spring/early summer. The bulk of the invasive plant removal will be handled by Rock Creek
Conservancy volunteers at community events, culminating in the Conservancy's biggest volunteer event
of the year, Extreme Cleanup the weekend of April 13th-14th.
At that point, should the Conservancy be fortunate enough to secure ANC 3F grant funding, the planting
funds will be disbursed during the months of May and June. Planting is weather dependent to some
degree, but the goal is to get started in May. During this time, the Conservancy will continue to host
monthly cleanup and site maintenance events. Restoration activities will continue after planting ends,
through the end of the year.

Describe any involvement in the project , direct or indirect, by any ANC Commissioner.
ANC Commissioners are welcome to join planting and other community volunteer events at the Melvin
Hazen restoration site.
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ANC 3F INTERNAL USE

Rock Creek Conservancy
Jeanne Braha
jbraha@rockcreekconservancy.org
301-579-3105 x707

Date Presented:
Date Voted:
Vote Tally:

(for)

(against)

(abstain)

Amount Awarded: $
Date Check Issued:
Check Number:
Receipts Received:
Use of Funds Stmt Received:
Final Report Received:
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ANC 3F Grant Guidelines i
Funding
ANC 3F grants generally range from $100 to $3,000. The Commission may, at its discretion,
consider granting a larger amount. Disbursements may be made in installments, at the
discretion of the Commission.
Grants are usually made on a one-time only basis. The Commission may consider making a
second grant to an organization, generally after two years have elapsed from the date of the
initial grant.
Projects and programs for which a grant funding is requested should also have other sources of
funding; ANC 3F should not be the sole source of funding.
When an applicant is seeking grant funds from more than one ANC, ANC 3F will not make a
grant in excess of what is provided by the other ANC(s) unless the grant applicant can prove
that the residents of ANC 3F will benefit more than the residents of the other ANC(s).
Organization
ANC 3F only awards grants to non-profit organizations, not to “for-profit” organizations, private
enterprises, or third party pass-through organizations. The organization receiving the grant must
be "public in nature" and benefit persons who reside or work within the ANC 3F area.
Grants may not be made to a District agency or program funded by the District Government.
Uses
Grants from ANC 3F may not be used for partisan political activity, litigation, food or
entertainment expenses, or to support festivals.
Grants from ANC 3F may not be used to pay for salaries or the operational expenses of an
organization.
Accountability
Within sixty (60) days of receiving the grant, the recipient must forward to ANC 3F a statement
as to the use of funds consistent with the grant application, complete with receipts supporting all
expenditures.
Should the grant not be fully expended within sixty days, the recipient shall provide ANC 3F with
a progress report every thirty days on the status of the project until the funds are spent in full or
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the funded project is complete. All expenditures must be consistent with the grant approved by
the Commission.
Recipients of ANC 3F grants shall provide the Commission with an end-of-project/program
report, which need not be lengthy, but should adequately summarize the uses, results, and
benefits gained from the Commission’s grant. While not required, ANC 3F would welcome
photos, copies of letters, etc. from those benefiting from the grant.
In the event that the full amount of the grant is not spent on an approved project, all
unexpended funds must be returned to ANC 3F.
Process
Grant requests must be made in writing and signed by an authorized representative or agent of
the requesting organization. The application must be complete and meet all applicable criteria
at the time the application is heard; ANC 3F will not make conditional grants.
Effective January 1, 2017, ANC 3F will consider grants twice per year, in March (for approval in
April) and in September (for approval in October).
Upon receipt of an application that meets the basic eligibility criteria, ANC 3F will invite a
representative of the requesting organization to present the request and answer questions at a
regularly scheduled meeting of ANC 3F. The application will then be referred to the ANC 3F
Grant Committee for detailed review. The Commission will not vote on a grant application
during the same meeting at which it is initially presented.
The ANC 3F Grants Committee will, review the project, verify the applicant's eligibility, ensure
necessary paperwork is in order, and confirm that required receipts and follow-up reports will be
provided. The Committee will then make a recommendation to the full Commission, which will
vote to approve or deny the grant at its next regularly scheduled public meeting. The applicant
may also be invited to attend that meeting to answer any remaining questions from the
Commissioners.
The grant application must include
•

a description of the organization requesting the grant, the nature of the services it provides
to the residents of ANC 3F, and a brief statement identifying community support for the
project or program;

•

a description of the proposed project for which the grant is requested;

•

a statement of expected public benefits, and benefits for individuals who live or work within
ANC 3F;

ANC 3F Grant Application

Page 7

•

the total cost of the proposed project, including detailed budgetary information (actual and
projected) and information on all other sources of funding;

•

disclosure of any ANC commissioners directly or indirectly involved in the project or
program;

•

identification of previous ANC 3F funding, if any; and

•

a timetable for the proposed project.

i

ANC 3F grant guidelines by reference incorporate the D.C. Auditor instructions of January 2001, entitled “Statutory
Guidelines for ANC Grant Awards” and “Procedural Requirements for Grant Awards” and “Excerpt of Section 15 of
the Comprehensive Advisory Neighborhood Commission Amendment Act of 2000” appended to these guidelines.
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